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An PROPOSER ORDINANCE 


IN RELATION TO 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


1863. 








| In Board of Aldermen, August 4, 1863. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Attest : SP F. BecEnARY, Oity Clerk. 
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Aldermen, August 4, 1863. 


IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND SIXTY-THREE. 





AN ORDINANCE 
In relation to the Public Library. 


Be it ordained by the Aldermen and Common Council of 
the City of Boston, in City Council assembled, as follows - 


Srcrion 1. There shall be chosen annually, on 
2 the first Monday of February, or within sixty days 
3 thereafter, by concurrent vote of the two branches 
4 of the City Council, one member of the Board of 
5 Aldermen, one member of the Common Council, 
6 and five citizens at large, to constitute a Board of 
1 Trustees for the Public Library, who shall hold their 
8 offices until others are chosen in their places ; and 
9 any vacancy in said Board shall be filled immediately 
10 as aforesaid. 
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Sect. 2. The persons so chosen shall meet and 
organize themselves into a Board, by the choice of 
one of their number as President; and they may 
make such rules and regulations for their own 
government, and in relation to the officers appointed 
as hereinafter provided, as they may deem expedient, 
and which shall not be inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this ordinance. 


Secr. 3. The said Trustees shall have the gen- 
eral care and control of the Public Library, together 
with the interior of the building, its fixtures, furni- 
ture, and of the expenditure of all moneys appro- 
priated therefor; and they may make such rules 
and regulations in relation to the same, and fix and 
enforce such penalties for their violation as they 
may deem expedient and proper, subject at all times 
to such limitations, restrictions, and amendments as | 
the City Council may direct. 


Sect. 4. The said Trustees shall annually pre- 
sent to the City Council a report containing a state- 
ment of the condition of the Library, the number of 
books that have been added during the past year, 
with an account of all the receipts and expenditures, 
together with such information or suggestions as 
they may deem important; and they shall at the 
same time transmit to the City Council the annual 
report of the Committee for the Examination of the 
Library, hereinafter mentioned. 
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Sect. 5. The satd Trustees shall annually, as 
2 soon as may be after the organization of the Board, 
3 and whenever any vacancy exists, nominate to the 
4 City Council suitable personsyfor Superintendent 
5 and Librarian of the City Library ; and if confirmed, 
6 any person so nominated shall hold his office for 
7 one year from the time of said appointment, and 
8 until some other person shall be appointed in his 
9 place; and said Superintendent and Librarian shall 
10 receive such compensation for their services as shall 
11 be determined by the City Council, who, whenever 
12 they see cause, may remove them from office. And 
13 said Board may appoint such assistants and sub- 
14 ordinate officers as they may think necessary or 
15 expedient, and may remove the same, and shall fix 
16 their compensation ; provided, the amount thus paid _ 
17 shall not exceed in the whole the sum appropriated 
18 by the City Council for that item of expense; and 
19 provided, also, that the City Council, whenever they 
20 shall see cause, By remove any of the persons so 
21 appointed, 


Secr. 6. The Trustees shall annually appoint a 
committee of five citizens at large, who, together 
with a Trustee as chairman, shall examine the 
Library, and make report of its condition to the 
Trustees. 
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Sect. 7. No payment of money shall be made 
2 on account of the Library, except by order of the 
3 Board, aud in pursuance of a warrant signed by the 
4 President. 
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Srcr. 8. Whenever there shall be occasion for 
repair or alteration in any part of the building of the 
Library, the Superintendent shall cause the same to 
be reported to the Committee of the City Council 
on Public Buildings. 


Sect. 9. <A letter of acknowledgment signed by 
the President, and countersigned by the Librarian, 
shall be promptly returned to every person making 
a donation to the Library. 


Secr. 10. In prescribing the regulations relative 
to the care and use of the books, it shall be the 
duty of the Trustees to adopt such measures as shall 
extend the benefits of the Institution as widely 
as possible among the citizens and residents of 
Boston. 


Srecr. 11. An Ordinance in relation to the Pub- 
lic Library, passed October 14, 1852, and an ordi- 
nance in addition to the same, passed July 2, 1857, 
are hereby repealed 
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